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The Role of Sports Literary Discourse in Shaping Sociological Awareness of
the Other; Mahmoud Darwish's Article on Maradona: You won't find Blood
in his Veins, but Missile Fuel as Model
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Abstract:

This study centers on the analysis of literary discourse that incorporates the theme of sport,
adopting an epistemological approach to the social dimension embedded within the text. The corpus
selected is one of Mahmoud Darwish’s well-known essays describing the Argentine footballer Diego
Maradona, entitled “You Will Not Find Blood in His Veins but Missile Fuel.” In this piece, Darwish

does not merely express admiration for Maradona’s athletic performance; rather, he foregrounds the
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player’s effectiveness in affirming his sociological belonging and reinforcing his identity and national
consciousness. Around him, masses gathered across diverse social, political, and cultural strata.

From this perspective, the study seeks to investigate the social dimension manifested in
literary sports language, raising the following central question: Can a text reconcile the fervor of
sport—its competitive intensity and its capacity to arouse collective excitement—with the aesthetic
precision and representational subtlety characteristic of 1iterary discourse? To what extent is such an
integration realized in Mahmoud Darwish’s essay “You Will Not Find Blood in His Veins but Missile
Fuel™?

Keywords: literary sports discourse — football — social issues.
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