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A Semiotic Analysis of Paratextual Thresholds in the Novel Nawbat al-
Gharbiyya by Mohammed Al-Amine Ben Rabia: The Cover and Title as
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Abstract:
This study investigates the paratextual elements of the Algerian novel Nawbat al-
Gharbiyya by Mohammed Al-Amine Ben Rabia through a semiotic lens, with particular

focus on the front cover and title as primary objects of analysis. The central questions
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driving this inquiry are: In what ways do the cover and title collectively constitute a
unified semantic system? What semiotic mechanisms underlie their interaction? And to
what extent does this interaction shape the reader's engagement with the narrative?
Drawing on semiotics as its core methodological framework, the study examines
how these paratextual components work together to generate meaning and orient the
reading process. The findings reveal that the cover operates as a rich visual system
embedded with cultural and aesthetic symbolism, while the title unfolds multiple layers
of meaning that resonate deeply with the novel's content. Taken together, these two
elements prove to be mutually reinforcing, playing a decisive role in constructing the
reader's horizon of expectations and ultimately enhancing the overall reading experience.

Keywords: accompanying texts; literary text analysis; semiotics; textual entry point
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