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Abstract :

The book "The Misery of Theory” by Wahid Ben Bouaziz is considered a

qualitative milestone in the trajectory of Algerian cultural criticism, as it entails a bold
questioning of the reference frameworks of Western theory, particularly postmodern
theses and what is known as French theory in particular, and their repercussions on the

fields of cultural studies and postcolonial studies. The researcher proceeds from a rich
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Marxist cognitive background, which intersects in many of its foundations with the
critical conceptions of the Marxist critic Aijaz Ahmad. In his attempt to crystallize a
theoretical alternative, the critic draws upon the ideas of Malik Bennabi and Mostefa
Lacheraf as an entry point for building a local critical consciousness capable of
questioning the foundations of Western theory. From this standpoint, the article
presents a descriptive-analytical reading of the book, revealing its epistemological and
critical stakes, and probing its possibilities in laying the groundwork for an independent
and effective horizon of cultural criticism in Algeria.

Keywords: cultural criticism, Wahid Ben Bouaziz, the misery of theory, postmodernism,
French theory, Jjaz Ahmed.
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