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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the concept of linguistic prediction and its role in

teaching Arabic to non-native speakers, as a cognitive mechanism that facilitates
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discourse comprehension and anticipates meaning during reading and listening
processes. The study is based on the premise that learners do not rely solely on literal
interpretation of words, but also use linguistic and contextual cues to predict
subsequent meanings in discourse. The research employs a descriptive-analytical
approach to explore the mechanisms of linguistic prediction in understanding Arabic
discourse, alongside practical applications illustrating its potential in teaching Arabic to
non-native speakers. The study also examines a set of instructional strategies based on
linguistic prediction, such as predicting text content before reading, anticipating
vocabulary and structures through context, and pausing during reading to infer what
will follow. The findings indicate that developing linguistic prediction skills enhances
learners’ ability to comprehend Arabic texts, accelerates language processing, and
reduces reliance on literal translation, thereby improving their efficiency in reading
and listening comprehension. Moreover, the study shows that implementing
prediction-based strategies can significantly contribute to improving teaching methods
for comprehension skills among learners of Arabic as a foreign language.

Keywords: Linguistic prediction, Teaching Arabic to non-native speakers,

Discourse comprehension, Anticipating meaning, Reading comprehension.
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