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Abstract:
This study aims to provide a comprehensive conceptualization of motivation in learning
Arabic as a second language, given its fundamental role in facilitating language acquisition

and enhancing learners’ engagement and persistence. The significance of the study
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emerges from the noticeable global increase in interest in learning Arabic over the past
decade, alongside the absence of a unified scholarly review synthesizing the theoretical
frameworks and empirical studies addressing motivation in this field. The review examines
research published between 2000 and 2024 by analyzing the theoretical models employed,
identifying prevailing research methodologies, and uncovering structural gaps in the
existing literature. The study follows established systematic review procedures, including
keyword identification, the application of inclusion and exclusion criteria, systematic data
extraction, and the use of both descriptive and thematic analyses. The findings indicate a
dominance of descriptive research designs and a strong reliance on theoretical perspectives
such as Self-Determination Theory and the L2 Motivational Self System. In contrast,
experimental studies remain limited, and research addressing digital motivation and the
role of artificial intelligence in Arabic language learning is notably scarce. The study
recommends broadening theoretical approaches, increasing longitudinal research,
developing Arabic—speciﬁc motivation measurement instruments, and integrating
technological perspectives to better understand and enhance learner motivation.

Keywords: motivation, Arabic language learning, second language, systematic review,

theoretical frameworks, thematic analysis.
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