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Abstract :
This research paper analyses the Algerian novel ‘Tawabil Almadinah’ by Hamid
Abdelkader, focusing on the poetics of its narrative space. The novel centres on the city
of Algiers in the aftermath of independence and the subsequent events that changed the
way of life in the city. The author populated his novel with a variety of spaces that,
alongside other narrative elements, comprise its poetic narrative dimension. The
diversity of these spaces is akin to the variety of spices that, when combined, give a dish
its flavour. These spaces, along with the associated characters and events, are reminiscent

of the spices that characterised the flavour of Algiers during that period. The city's
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spaces were the setting for various events and conflicts, including bloody physical
conflicts that ended in murder or torture, as well as intellectual, ideological, and
religious conflicts that led to exclusion and discrimination. This confirms that space in
the novel is not just an ordinary place or isolated narrative component, but rather a
fundamental element of transformation throughout the novel.

Keywords: place — space — narrative space — poetics — character — ideology.
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