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Abstract :

This study aims to highlight the use of the desert in Slim Betka’s novels Isabelle and
Roots and Wings. Betka employs the desert not merely as a traditional setting but as a
symbolic and aesthetic space that becomes an active element in narrative construction

and meaning production. For him, the desert embodies a fascination that oscillates
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between the vastness of nature and the tranquility of the soul, between the harshness of
reality and the search for inner peace. The central research question is: how does the
desert in Betka’s narrative transcend the conventional spatial function, assuming instead
a semiotic and identity-bearing role? The study explores how the desert emerges as a
living character that contributes to shaping the narrative, while also transforming into
roots, identity, and a source of symbolic and existential meaning. Thus, the desert is not
a barren void but a mirror reflecting life’s dualities, a space of revelation and
imagination, and a place that enriches the characters’ experience with the world,
ultimately granting them a deeper understanding of belonging and existence.

Keywords: Desert — Fascination — Identity Roots — Aesthetic Dimensions — Narrative

Space.
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