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Abstract :
This study examines the narrative structures in Spiders of the Soul by the Qatari writer

Bushra Nasser through a semiotic reading that explores narrative levels—character,
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time, and space—in parallel with a complex symbolism centered on the spider as a
sign of the fragility of feminine identity and its struggle against social constraints.
Adopting the semiotic method, the research analyzes selected stories to reveal how
narrative elements transform into a symbolic system expressing women’s experience in
contemporary Gulf literature. The findings indicate that female characters form the
core of the narrative experience, while plot and symbolism intertwine to produce
multi-layered meanings across psychological and social dimensions. The study
concludes that the disruption within narrative structures reflects an artistic expression
of feminine turmoil rather than a structural weakness, making Spiders of the Soul a
distinctive model enriching semiotic criticism of Gulf feminist fiction.

Keywords: Narrative, Spiders of the Soul, Bushra Nasser, Qatar, Narrative Structures,

Semiotics.
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