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From the Discourse of Anger to the Discourse of Satire: Transformations of
Protest Expression during the COVID-19 Pandemic in Algeria.
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Abstract:

This study explores the transformation of public discourse in Algeria during the
pandemic, shifting from expressions of anger to satire as an alternative form of protest
and communication. It builds on key theoretical frameworks such as Elvin Kiernan's
distinction between the moral and the playful dimensions of irony, and Linda

Hutcheon’s view of irony as a double-voiced discourse that implicitly critiques authority
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and prevailing norms. Findings reveal that social media facilitated the emergence of
hybrid rhetorical forms—through memes, textual comments, and audiovisual content—
that enabled Algerians to move satire from the margins to the center. Satire emerged as
a protest strategy that both alleviated fear and psychological tension and redefined the
relationship between authority and the public. Thus, satire evolved from a coping
mechanism into a parallel protest discourse, blending traditional popular rhetoric with
digital media tools and reflecting the vitality of Algerian society in times of crisis.
Keywords: anger, satire, protest discourse, digital media, Algeria.
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