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Abstract :

This study aims to examine the phenomenon of pause and initiation in light of the
historical development of perspectives on it, through analyzing "Ibn al-Jazari’s" treatment
and comparing it with approaches in modern Arabic studies and contemporary Western
studies. The research problem lies in exploring the extent to which "Ibn al-Jazari’s" view—
founded on considering pause and initiation as part of Quranic performance and a key
to understanding meaning—aligns with recent approaches that regard pause as a

phonological structure that organizes rhythm and guides interpretation. The study
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concludes that "Ibn al-Jazari’s" treatment provides foundational elements for a
phonological view of pause and initiation, while also revealing differences between his
performance-based framework and modern structural analyses, thus contributing to
bridging classical and contemporary perspectives on prosodic organization and
interpretive function.

Keywords: Pause, Initiation, Phonological analysis, Modern approaches.
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