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The Surplus of Meaning in Algerian Popular Literary Discourses
The Tale of "Juha and the Unjust Ruler" as Narrated by the Folk Storyteller

Abdelkader Laouissi A Case Study
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Abstract :

This study explores the concept of (surplus of meaning) in Algerian folk tales as an
aesthetic and semantic strategy that opens the popular text to multiple layers of
interpretation, It asks: How does surplus of meaning transform the folk tale from a
simple narrative into a symbolic discourse of protest reflecting collective anxiety? The

paper analyzes (Juha and the Unjust Ruler) as narrated by Abdelkader Laouissi, showing
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how satire, irony, and wordplay conceal social and political critique behind humor,
Beyond depicting Juha’s confrontation with authority, the tale invites audiences to
reinterpret meaning according to personal and communal experiences, Thus, surplus of
meaning functions both as protection for the storyteller and as a means of expanding
interpretive horizons, This duality turns Juha into a symbol of the oppressed resisting
tyranny through wit and situates the folk tale as a site of symbolic resistance.

Keywords: surplus of meaning, folk tale, Juha, symbolic resistance, social critique.
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