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Abstract :

Myth constitutes a significant part of the popular heritage that permeates the
child’s consciousness through symbolic narratives of authority, whereas critical thinking

is a fundamental condition for shaping an inquisitive and independent mind.
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This article aims to examine how the mythical structure in children’s stories can be
deconstructed and redirected toward fostering critical thinking, through an analysis of
Fathi Ayyad’s Adghath Ahlam and Zill Khalfa Al-Nafitha.

The study is driven by a central question: to what extent can children’s literature
move from being a vehicle of myth to becoming a tool for building critical awareness?

The findings reveal that children’s stories, when written from a semiotic-pedagogical
perspective, are able to transcend their entertainment function and serve as a space for
multiplicity of meanings and for liberating imagination from dogmatic authority. The
results also highlight that the shift from the authority of myth to the authority of
questioning represents a crucial step in fostering early critical pedagogy.

Keywords: Myth, Critical Thinking, Semiotics of Narrative, Children’s Literature,
Critical Pedagogy.
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