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Abstract:

The profound interaction of Arab novelists with Western civilization and their
deep influence by its intellectual, cultural, and social values led them to adopt these
principles, filling their writings with both explicit and implicit calls for embracing
Western ideals and following its civilizational trajectory. Consequently, Arab identity
found itself at the peak of its crisis, caught between the overwhelming momentum of

Western civilization on one hand and the self’s sense of inferiority and inadequacy on
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the other. Amid this critical situation, Arab thinkers sought to confront this intellectual
tide by diagnosing its causes and examining its consequences, leading to the emergence
of istighrab as a necessary response to the sweeping influence of Westernization,
exacerbated by the ramifications of globalization.

This research paper, employing the structuralist-genetic method, aims to answer
the following questions: What is Westernization, and what are its foundations? What
impact does it have on Arab identity? Why is The Trilogy of the Faqih considering a
Westernizing novel? And how does "istighrab" work to expose the intentions of
Westernization and thwart its objectives?

Keywords: Westernization, the Self, the Other, Istighrab, The Trilogy of Al- Fagih.
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