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Abstract:

This article offers a semiotic analysis of the poetics of paratextual thresholds
in Azzedine Jlaouji’s novel Haa, and the Travels of Ishtar It highlights the structural and
semantic roles of paratexts—such as the title, cover, and dedication—in shaping
meaning within the narrative. Treated as interpretive gateways, these thresholds open

horizons of reading, guide the recipient toward deeper interpretation, and generate
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symbolic and poetic patterns organically linked to the novelistic imagination. The study
shows that they are intricately interwoven with the novel’s content, creating harmony
between form and substance and reinforcing its coherent artistic identity. It concludes
that the poetics of Jlaouji’s novel derive not only from its narrative fabric but also from
the subtle interplay between narrative discourse and its accompanying thresholds, which
function as an essential structural element in the contemporary novel.

Keywords: Poetics of textual thresholds, Haa, The Travels of Ishtar, Azeddine Jlaouji ,

cover ,title.
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