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Abstract :

The research focuses on studying the mechanisms used by Al-Jahiz in dismantling the
stereotypical image of people with disabilities in his book The Leprous, the Lame, the
Blind, and the Cross-eyed. Al-Jahiz reshapes their image through a humane and

rational discourse that rejects stigma and discrimination. The significance of this study
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lies in offering a critical reading of heritage that enhances understanding of the rights
of people with special needs and connects it to contemporary issues. The findings
reveal that Al-Jahiz employed mechanisms such as humanization, reversing negative
perceptions, deconstructing the binary of perfection and imperfection, and using irony
and eloquence, transforming people with disabilities into active, dignified figures, thus
reinforcing a humane discourse that rejects discrimination based on physical
appearance.

Keywords: Al-Jahiz, people with disabilities, disability in Arab heritage, deconstruction

mechanisms, negative stereotype.
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