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Popular Discourse in Confronting Authority: Representations of State Officials
and Notables in the “Epic of Ali al-Zaybaq"
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Abstract:

The “Ali al-Zaybaq” epic emerges as a symbolic space where the historical meets
the imaginary, and the real intersects with the marvelous. Everyday life is reconfigured
into narrative images imbued with profound political and social significance, revealing
another form of popular resistance against authority. In this context, the epic transforms
into a symbolic arena expressing the rejection of domination and granting the

community the capacity to envision a freer and more just world.
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Against this backdrop, the study aims to explore the political dimensions
embedded in the epic by examining its representations of state officials and notable
figures, while linking these representations to the historical and social contexts that
framed the production and transmission of the text.

Keywords: Popular epic, symbolic discourse, collective consciousness, authority, Ali al-

Zaybagq.
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