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Abstract :

This study aims to explore the emotional dimension of identity discourse in
Bassem Khandagqji’s 2023 novel “Qinaa Bi-Lawn Al-Samaa”, considering it a literary
work that interweaves poetics and narrative to resist exclusion and reconfigure self-

awareness. The novel presents a struggle to restore dignity and confront attempts at
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erasure, employing emotion as a motivational tool that encourages readers to engage
empathetically with the central cause.

The novel’s literary and artistic significance earned it a place on the shortlist for
the 2024 International Prize for Arabic Fiction (the Arabic Booker Prize). Accordingly,
this study seeks to examine the role of emotion in shaping identity discourse within the
novel, the ways in which poetic structures enhance the emotional resonance of the
narrative, and the mechanisms through which readers psychologically interact with the
novel’s strategies for reconstructing awareness of identity and destiny.

This raises the following problem statement is: How are discursive and affective
components manifested in the novel’s deep structure? Among the results reached is that
Bassem Khandagji’s narrative project reveals a range of identity-related emotions,
including fear, anxiety, hope, reassurance, anger, revenge, and admiration, which emerge
as psychological states tied to the inner lives of the narrative characters.

Keywords: Qinaa Bi-Lawn Al-Samaa, poetics, emotions, novel, Bassem Khandagji.
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