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Abstract :
This study explores the picaresque and existential alienation in The Burning
Mirage by Mouna Bechlem, through an analysis of the narrative structure, character

development, and psychological and social fragmentation. It poses a central question:
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How are picaresque features embodied in the collection, and how do they reflect the
self’s conflict and alienation in a crisis-ridden reality?

The analysis focuses on dispersion, alienation, isolation, paradox, and irony as
artistic tools expressing existential anxiety and the philosophy of wandering. The
characters are fragmented, living on society’s margins and chasing illusions that
constantly fade.

The study concludes that The Burning Mirage reimagines the picaresque within a
contemporary framework, where the marginalized self intertwines with a satirical
existential discourse, exposing identity and belonging crises. Ultimately, the work affirms
literature as a form of existential and aesthetic resistance.

Keywords: Representation, Picaresque, Alienation, Existence, Self
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