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Tribe, Power, and Gender — Structures of Cultural Hegemony and Their
Manifestations in Umayyad Poetry: A Critical Reading of Selected Texts
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Abstract :

The Umayyad era was rich in diverse poetic output, prominently featuring
genres such as invective poetry (naga’id), political verse, refined romantic poetry
(‘udhri), and other traditional forms like praise, satire, and pride poetry. This
abundance of material enables a critical study of the dominant structures—tribe,
authority, and gender—that intellectually, culturally, socially, and politically influenced
the literary production of the period.
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This research aims to delve deeply into the structures within Umayyad poetry and to
reread selected texts through a critical lens, shedding light on how tribal, political, and
gender-based hegemonies shaped the themes and structures of poetic expression.

The study raises key questions: How did these structures interact with one another,
reflecting the spirit of the age? Did their manifestations differ depending on the poetic
genre? And to what extent did tribal and political systems contribute to shaping gender

representations in Umayyad poetry?
Keywords: Umayyacl poetry, structures, tribe, power, gender
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