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Rural space between Reality and the Association of Memory in the Novel
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Abstract:
This research aims to explore the representation of the rural space in the novel
The Opium and the Stick by Mouloud Mammeri, focusing on how it oscillates between
reality and the fragmentation of memory. The study addresses the issue of how the
Algerian rural community is portrayed during the French colonial period and how the
revolutionary struggle reshapes this space. Using a textual analysis methodology, the
research investigates the impact of memory on the characters' perception of their
environment.
The main findings highlight that the rural space serves as a symbolic ground for

resistance and transformation, reflecting both the harsh realities of colonial oppression
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and the collective memory of the fight for freedom. This duality gives the rural setting a
deeper, more metaphorical meaning within the novel's broader narrative framework.

Keywords: Space, village, reality, fragmentation of memory, opium, stick.
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