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Abstract :

This article examines the emotional dimension within the narrative discourse of
Osama Al-Musallam’s novel Khauf 3, which, as a literary work, generated significant
media attention and topped the sales charts in 2022. The novel portrays the
protagonist "Khauf" (Fear) in his resistance to exclusion, extremism, and alienation by
reconstructing self-awareness and using the emotion of fear as a means of identity

formation. This emotion is employed artistically to captivate the reader. The goal of
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this article is to explore the emotional forces at play within the deep structure of the
text in Khauf 3, raising the question: How do the rhetorical and seductive elements
manifest in the deeper layers of the text? The study concludes that Al-Musallam’s
narrative reveals a range of emotions—such as fear, anxiety, tension, anger, and
vengeance—demonstrating their influence in shaping the thoughts and behaviors of
the narrative agents. Additionally, it uncovers a resistant narrative that challenges the
troubled Arab reality.

Keywords: Semiotics, Emotions, Novel, Khauf 3, Seduction.
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