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Abstract:

This article discusses a new topic: the extent to which modern schools (both
Algerian and Western) have succeeded in implementing reforms following their
critique by thinkers, particularly the Arab thinker Malek Bennabi (late 19th century)
and the Western thinker Ivan Illich (early 20th century). Ivan Illich held a radical view,
classifying the school as a compulsory institution that stifles the learner's freedom and
prevents intellectual creativity. Malek Bennabi, on the other hand, criticized the
reliance on rote learning and submission to colonial dependency without adaptation to
reality. This article aims to support the continuation of educational reforms to produce
a conscious and mature society capable of addressing contemporary changes and
challenges. We have employed a detailed analytical approach, drawing on specific case
studies from the post-reform era.

Keywords: Educational system, Malek Bennabi, Ivan Illich, reforms, liberating
education, modern school
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