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Abstract;

This study discusses the Italian colonial populist discourse towards Islam and Arabs
how it influenced the expansion of Italian influence and the imposition of colonial
control over strategic areas overlooking the Red Sea and the countries of the Horn of
Africa. The study focuses on the effectiveness of the populist discourse in appealing
to the emotions of Islamic groups across their diverse ethnic components to support
Italian colonial policies in the region. It seeks to answer the question; to what extant
did colonial populist discourse succeed in stirring the religions and national
sentiments of Muslims, gaining their support for Italian policies, and inciting them to
commit hostile acts against the beliefs, ethnicities, and sects that opposed the Italian
colonial project in the Horn of Africa?.

The study is based on the hypothesis that there is a strong correlation between the
success of the emotional and religious populist political discourse and the ltalians
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ability to achieve their colonial ambitions in the Horn of Africa. The findings of the
study reveal that the content of the Italian populist political discourse found a fertile
environment among Islamic groups of various sectarian and ethnic components,
successfully mobilizing them to serve Italian colonial agendas in Eritrea, Somalia, and
Ethiopia.
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FROM Italy (—TAtVtoann. ) DATED ... Bept. 2, 1936. . \.l:

TO NAME 1t e

REGARDING: Italian administration and development of Ethiopia.

Fascist party organization of native boys into the
"Ethiopian Youths of the Lictor®,
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Italian Policy with regard to Moslems.
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Ever since the Italian occupation of Addis Ababa
the authorities have been making efforts to obtaln
from the Mohamedan population of the ocapital some
expression of loyalty to and satisfaction with the new

regime.

However, as the great majority of the Mohamed~

ans here are British protected Arabs from the Yemen, ' Fg

the Hadramaut, and Aden they did not respond very - U

readily to the Italian hints that something was ex-

peoted
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The propaganda broadcasts in Arabic from Rome and Bari N
the activities of the Oriental School, and the sub-
81dizing of Arablc newspapers in Egypt, Palestine,

and elsewhere - all are directed toward an intensive
development of a strong Italo-Islamic consciousness.
The Arab mind is peculiarly susceptible to such propa-
ganda, and now that Italy is in possession of the
Mohamedan stronghold of Harrar she will oreate there
a center from which, by utilizing ite old historiocal
oonnection with the Yemen, it can reach out into
Saudi Arabia and the Hadramaut. The Arab is quick

to respond to the appeal of financial advantage, es-
peclally when - as in this case - 1t is combined with
& great show of military power.

In all these matters the Italian Government is
treading on British toes. Aotivities such as those
Just desoribed cannot but affect the interests of British-
proteoted Mohamedan communities unfavorably, and some
of them are frankly hostile to British political in-
terests in Northeast Afrioca and the Red Sea area. It
will therefore behoove Great Britain not only to re-
double her watchfulness in Egypt and Palestine, but
also to keep a sharp eye on Italian attempts at pene-
tration into the Yemen and the rest of Arabia,

Respect youprs,

A Hi
MinisteY Residefit.

/

Enoclosures:
No. 1. Translation of S8tatement by Arab leaders.
No. 2. Translation of Bpeech of Arab leader.
No. 3. Translation of Bpeech by Marshal Graziani.
No. 4. Tranelation of Italian Moslem Program,

File No. 710/840.1
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Copy for the wmeriocun Embassy, Rome.
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0. 2 with despatch No. 167 of August 14, 1936,
Ehelosure N from the America; Legation at Addls Ababa.

Specch reud by Sayld Mohammed el Mohdear,
Auzust 9, 1936,

(From GIORNALE DI ADDIS 4BuBA, August 12, 1936)

I have the honor to speak these words in the name
of nyeelf and of all the Moslems residing in this ca-
pital, 7You have occupled Ethiopia and you have esta-
blislied order. This lcend is for you to orgenize, You
have ococupled it and achieved full vietory. You hove
done this for the well-being of BEthiorila and to educete
lts inhebitants in mecdern oivilization. K1l reasonable
people should make act of homege to you and express
thelr s:tisfuction, 7You have alrea:y begun to oivilize
the country and forthwith the inhabitconts will see great
roasults, You heve already 1lit the streets with eluotri-
city and put-motor-buses in circulation.

You hive published the newspaper in three lcngucges
and heves sho'm love for our Arabic tongue and the wish
that all Arebs shall learn *the nevs of the world. We
Lrabs are very gled of whut you heve done for the Moslems,
oand espeoially the Arcbs, and of the care shovm for our
lunguuce and our interests.

In the braevolent shode of the Italian flag we are
united under the dirvction of one Chief, who is our no-
noreble son Sayid Ahmed bin Abdullah Idriss, We thank
you for having mocepted him, Je huve oomplete feith
tihat through your vood poliocy ve Arcbs and Moiclems shell
sce & heppy future in this eountry. ie beg you to be
good enouzgh to cocept the e:pression of our odedlience,
of our homare, and of our gratitude.

lsall Hbas! duwliey (Dhaef Lt plof Jleasilye JLiplall JUasl Sl Gllas- e Byl 1(4) o8y Geds
ol e adlayl

2025  Olss 12 2l 3 caaal sl A SV el Al




Enolosuro No. 3 with despatoch No, 187 of August 14, 1936,
from the Ameriocan Legation at Addis Ababa.

TR.NSLATION

Speech by Marshal Graziuni to the Moslems of
Addie Ababa, August ®, 1936,

(From GIORNALE DI ADDIS ABEBA, August 18,1936)

I um gled to know you for I have learned to know and
esteem the Arabs during the 15 yeers I have spent in Ita-
lian North Africa.

Anti-Ttelian propagnnda has spread among the Arabs of
Ethlopla the saying that I have been harsh and severe to-
wards Moslems., I have indeed been hursh, but only towards
rebels end evildoers, whilat I heve always been just to all
and frie.adly towards Moslens who ure pemceful and loyel,
The truth is that the neme of Grauzianl is remembered with
affeotion by the Arebs of Tripoll and Cyrenalca, who love
men who are just, loyal, «nd faithful to their word, res-
pecting Islam and the Koran.

Fesolst Italy oconsiders the Arab rcoe a superior,
oivilized race, skille¢ in comrerce, in art, in handicraft.
You ure & first- ulass people, and 1if hitherto in Ethiopia

pon Tuvs R bo vl seo o iliation e r-r,.c'*i1 , DOV
'w-‘ PRI 1‘1 B d hi b sere oy Rl thet
you are protected ag.inat evar_,rthing end ew'_rone by the
gowerful end hrilliant Italien fleg, Tha Italian Govern-
ment counts on the Arab slement of Ethiopia 45 on a nucleus
of people develuped and oonscientious, loving peace, tram-
quility, and order,

Harur, the secred Moclem city o" Ethlopia, is destined
Yooth Izoelign Sovernrlt too oo Lri et future wnd should
bacone e zreat ocentre ’or rf..di_ving Koraniu study and
Moslem civilization.

Islum has in Itely a sure friemd, As soon as the reins
are over, the Jover uwent will see to the building in Addis
Abeba of @ great mosyue worthy of the importance of Islam,.
Te prescnt Moslem school will he enlurged end numerous
uther VMoslem schools will be created, in which the tesohing

o w1l poreed side L 1(;\1*'1|'h‘ beocbhing of
mdarn oulture,

Tha at%:ohauont of its Moslem subjects to Italy is not
cn empty rhetorical statement. The Moslems of Italian North
Afrioa huve given to Ituly in the war egainst the Negus
15,000 vulorous soldiers, in vhose hearts Islam and Italy
ara recred, It was the vulorous Areb soldiers of L bie
who entered Hurrar end freed the secred Moslem olty of
Ethiopia, und who now sacunt guerd over the sacred character
of tie mos-ue and the invulnerability of the Itelizn flag.
"he C-:Jve"nmant will s-e to lt t‘nat & repreeantative body
. R N P todtie e TmAns,
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of the e 1tul, hat thess may lean frox th ir brotlers
ir. Isliam hov T*aly tre.ts the .arbs - 03 vhet res;uct “he
It.li<ns huve for 1M reslijzion of th. Prophet, for Islu-
mio ocustoms and tradltions, for the fumilies &nd tne
interests of the Arab subjeots of Italy.

The AT b populuting of So.'fa h:ve clso contribute«d
heuvily to our vietory with 60,000 soldiars «nd 50,000
roadaorkers, At the berintdng of the wur I convened the
Porummzdnn sheiks of Soralia to “h aumiier of abot 50D,
With them I 1uid down the contribution to be mde to the
war by the losl-as of Soriilic 4 r~oldiurs, wor'zven, aend
aninals,

Much needed for the war, this contribution was
z3k2d by *he joveruent und Lranecliuatel; furniched by the
loyel foslzw popalaticas, Tes £ Goveranospt will sce
to it that nunbers of these sheiks of Somalie come soon
to JAdis Lbeha to ke ‘;:-; nequuietencs of tl-lr Brotrurs

ia Isl: ., olnee Itul; <ieadires Hhat 11 hoaler. Seoples of
stihiopie shull fr. *-'xi"“ da rmqﬂect for the horun ¢ .d
drvosioa %y 47 sl Ziperor Vitto 'o Emanuele III, os th2

Koran presoribes.

Itely does not deny that the Noslsm solciers of Lybie
e * e Bo o '\1 1‘7d of Comalit, fighting in the bugh
g s O T O 5 ot b U;J i, hv opaned the ways
ta ﬁ:rrfr, WiYet da stlesy weetion.
cvan o*,“.e*.' Iyuds to ‘-fictor;'. "he
- protects ull the oslems of
bl Eapeisary of +‘\P Vic:royulty,
: o ln the Muarwmuut, in L8ir, in
the Frbt 1 ”mll, b oL K ixv in mthionia for thxr correrce
perite I they V-Sther netio wality, end provéoés
chet Doyor, ..1 Suosd AN thai ondy Mesl.iis in-
gthispl: nd r1,u-— Se sty a9l ind
2ation u:‘.‘ S s Rec, et for Islam,
- i'o8le a1iong, ?fS.‘Qt “Hr 1\vlo1 022 Bulc-
f‘:...il;r, .f:.l‘ art Tor grlwte wmoperty; wra e
AAVER wt 3opnl of din "1( toy.rc¢ the fonlems of
It;liun North .frica :nd Eust africa.

May all the pruyers of the Moslema of Lthiopiu, vhe ~
trop s 1ot ane w oL THly il

ol 1y i.»\ t\~ ot o g® L.l g b Pt 6ol

for the Lugust Kinn-“nperor vmttorié Emanuele III.

Hail, the King ! Hall, the Duce !
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Enolosure No. 4 with despatoch No. 167 of August 14, 19836,

v

Se

4,

S.

from the American Legation at Addis Ababa.

Italy's Moslem Program
in Tthiopia ennounced by Marshal
Grasiani on August 9,1936,

(From CIORNALE DI ADDIS ABLBA, August 12, 1900)
Respect for Islam 2nd its aggrcndizerert in
mosyues end schools;

Pr:t:etlion and aftection within the framevork of
the lat for ¢71 Moslerms resident in Ethiopic of
“hateveor origin and vhetever nationality or
allegiance;

Hespeot for thé Moslem Traditions and for the
customiry rules which formed their family life;
Respect for woren;

Respect for private property ;

The creetion ot Horror of  rreat Moslem cultural
cenirej

wide emplojuiiat of taz tzohmical, urtictie, and
9 crelel porers of the Moslems of Ethiopia for

the strenrthenine - na 2nrichment of the country.
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