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Abstract:

The Rhetorical Exegesis is considered one of the most
prominent contemporary approaches to the Qur'anic text,
focusing on exploring its rhetorical secrets and structural
precision. Within this framework, the model of Fadel Saleh al-
Samarrai stands out; he sought to approach the Qur'anic text and
uncover its rhetorical inimitability using purely linguistic tools,
as demonstrated in his specialized works on the nuances
between words and structures. In contrast, Muhammad
Shahrour’s project, "The Book and the Qur’an: A Contemporary
Reading," emerged, utilizing linguistic analysis as a starting
point to reconstruct numerous Qur'anic and legislative concepts,
presenting itself as an alternative model for reading the text
within the context of modernity.

This study concludes that while Rhetorical Exegesis is an
influential factor in understanding the Holy Qur’an, it cannot
dispense with accompanying mechanisms such as context, the
occasions of revelation (Asbab al-Nuzul), and traditional
exegesis (Tafsir al-Ma 'thur). This is precisely what Fadel Saleh
al-Samarrai realized, employing Rhetorical interpretation as a
means to guide Qur'anic exegesis. Conversely, Muhammad
Shahrour strayed significantly in his interpretation, pushing the
text beyond the limits of reason. Relying solely on his own
opinion and intellect, he rejected the cumulative knowledge
produced by Muslim scholars throughout history, leading his
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interpretive project to be regarded as a form of intellectual
futility
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