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Abstract:

The expansion of private military and security companies
poses an increasing challenge to international law, as these
entities perform sovereign functions beyond traditional state
control. This article aims to analyze their liability for serious
violations through an examination of international legal
frameworks, particularly the doctrines of state responsibility and
command responsibility, with practical applications to the Abu
Ghraib prison case and the Wagner Group. The study concludes
that the absence of a binding international legal framework
limits accountability and fosters impunity.

It therefore recommends the adoption of an international
convention regulating the activities of such companies,
strengthening transparency, oversight, and accountability to
ensure compliance with international humanitarian law and
human rights.

Keywords: Private and security companies; State responsibility;
Human rights; Effective control; Overall control.
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