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Abstract:
Hardly any novel is devoid of the presence of literary heritage
in its various forms—whether poetry, proverbs, wisdom sayings,
letters, or literary symbols—due to its deep connection with

multiple fields of human expression. The novel, as one of the
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most prominent literary genres, often draws on this heritage,
allowing the writer to embed within the narrative symbolic
meanings and messages that reflect their intellectual and
aesthetic vision.

From this perspective, the present study aims to explore the
presence and function of literary heritage in The Labyrinth of
Cordoba (Mutahat Qurtuba) by Tayeb Sayyad, focusing on the
methods of its use and the artistic and intellectual purposes it
serves. The study is guided by the following main question : To
what extent do excavations of literary heritage contribute to the
development of the Maghreb novel ?

Through an analytical reading of the different forms of literary
heritage within the novel, the research concludes that The
Labyrinth of Cdérdoba is a rich narrative model in terms of its
use and symbolism of literary heritage, making it a distinctive
contribution to contemporary Maghreb literature.

Keywords : Heritage — Literary Heritage — Image of Literature
— The Labyrinth of Cérdoba.
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