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Abstract:

This research paper aims to shed light on a topic that
marked the contemporary West African history, that is, the shift
of the ideological disagreements between the Qadiriyya and
Tijaniyya brotherhoods during the thirteenth century AH to
military clashes. The research examines the internal and external
factors of this shift from peaceful exchange of letters between
the two Sufi brotherhoods to military actions. It also explores
the arguments of each of the two parties through a sample of the
letters that were exchanged between them. The research came
out with some findings, the most important of which is that this
conflict left a great scientific heritage represented in the
important number of letters exchanged between the Qadiriyya
and Tijaniyya brotherhoods. However, the disagreement had
some negative effects on the region after it turned into a military
conflict. The research also concluded that the region knew
significant progress and remarkable scientific development
during that period. If had it not been for the conflict that
coincided with the penetration of the Europeans in West Africa,
the course of history would have changed, and the region would
have had another matter.

Keywords: Qadiriyyah, Tijaniyyah, West Africa, Ahmed al-
Bakkay, al-Hajj Umar.
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