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Abstract :

This article provides a sociological analysis of the role of water
as a social actor influencing power structures, cultural practices,
and sustainability strategies, It highlight how water resource
management forms complex social networks that reflect
hierarchies of power and distributive justice, such as the
traditional irrigation system based on locally agreed-upon
shdules. The article also explores the symbolic dimensions of
water in popular and religious culture, where it is associated
with purification and transitions between social states such as
birth and marriage and reflects societal values like conservation
and cooperation, Moreover the challenge of reconciling modern
developmental models with local knowledge is emphasized, as
traditional practices demonstrate sustainability but sometimes
conflict with centralized policies, The article stresses the
necessity of adopting an integrative approach that connects
environmental, social, and cultural dimensions while enhancing
community participation in decision-making. In this way, water
transcends its status as a mere "naturel resource™ to become an
active agent in shaping identities, relationships, and power
negotiations, opening avenues for more just and sustainable
water policies.
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