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The Epistemological Shift in Orientalism’s Representation of Qur’anic Studies
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Abstract:

This study presents an analytical approach to Orientalism’s representation of the Qur’an,
tracing its evolution from an ideologically framed reception driven by religious and political
motives to a scientific foundation based on accumulated knowledge and methodological pluralism.
It emphasizes the impact of intellectual backgrounds in shaping the Western perspective on the
Qur’anic text.

The research concludes that Orientalist approaches have varied between historical,
inductive, and subjective methodologies, resulting in interpretations that often overlooked the
doctrinal and miraculous dimensions of the Qur’an. Their stances ranged from criticism to
appreciation. Meanwhile, their efforts in translation, critical editing, and linguistic study
contributed to the emergence of an independent academic field of Western Qur’anic studies,
although traditional representations continue to influence some of its orientations.
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