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The Epistemological Turn: From Narrating Events to Deconstructing
Structures in Historical Writing
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Abstract:The French Annales School brought about a paradigm shift in the course of historical
writing by transforming historiography from the narration of events to the analysis of structures. It
moved beyond the traditional model centered on recounting political and military events to
uncovering the social, economic, and cultural structures that shaped societies.
This article aims to analyze this shift, which represented a revolution in the epistemology of
history, by examining how the Annales School transcended traditional historiography, its
epistemological foundations, its methodological tools, its practical applications, and its impact on
redefining contemporary historical writing. The study concludes that the Annales School
transformed the subject of history from the study of events to the study of structures and from

short-term to long-term time. It also reveals the successful application of the School’s
methodological tools .
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