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Alija Izetbegovié¢ as a Critic of Western Civilization: A Descriptive and
Inductive Study
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Abstract:
In recent centuries, Western dominance has shaped global events and significantly influenced
values, ideas, and ethics. Technological superiority was often cited as evidence of moral and
civilizational excellence. Yet, several thinkers challenged this notion, distinguishing between
material progress and ethical worth, and warning against the dehumanization and alienation they
saw as consequences of a spiritually empty Western model.
Among them was the Bosnian Muslim thinker Alija Izetbegovi¢, who critically examined Western
civilization, aiming to deconstruct its philosophical foundations and assess its values—not to reject
them wholesale, but to adopt what is beneficial and avoid what is harmful.
This paper highlights the relevance of his thought in this vital field, outlining the principles,
foundations, and aims that define his vision of Occidental critique.
Keywords: Izetbegovi¢; Occidentalism; Civilizational critique; The Third Way; Materialism.
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