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Abstract:This study compares Relevance theory (Sperber and Wilson) and Taha Abderrahman’s
Al taqauther alaqli to examine semantic duality in natural discourse. It analyzes inference and
natural implication as cognitive acts mediating between literal and implied meaning to interpret
speaker intentions. The paper questions whether the principle of relevance in Relevance Theory
fully accounts for discourse interpretation, or whether the ethical dimension of Al taqauther
broadens language understanding as a meaning-generating and morally grounded act. Findings
show that Relevance theory offers a precise cognitive model within a functional-instrumental
framework, whereas Al taqauther al aqli redefines inference as an ethical-dialogic process where
semantic plurality emerges from implicational force and context. Both theories thus complement
each other: the first explains how meaning is processed, the second why it acquires ethical

significance.
Keywords: Inference; Pragmatic Implicature; Al takauthur al aqli; Relevance Theory.
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