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Abstract

After Algeria was exposed to French colonialism in the year 1830, it became the target of
a varied colonial strategy aimed at achieving calm and overall integration, and this can
only be done through prejudice to the elements of the identity of the Algerian community
based mainly on history, religion and language, and therefore the Algerian elite faced this
French project with a dogmatic project that seeks to return To the biography of the
righteous predecessors, which many historians have known as the cultural renaissance or
the reformist movement. scholars inside and outside Algeria have paid great attention to
the reform project with great importance for its place and its value in building the
individual in particular and society in general, so each one of them was keen to have a
footprint in the Renaissance reform project, which made these reform projects differ
according to different visions, approaches and theories.

And the region of Laghouat in southern Algeria was not immune to this. | knew a
reformist intellectual renaissance that adheres to the Islamic faith and the Arabic language,
despite the attempts of French colonialism to attract it with all its powers to the clutches of
Western civilization after the fall of the city under colonialism in 1852, and this
renaissance was initially spearheaded by religious institutions. Represented in the Zawiyas
and some of its bright scholars, then the Reform Brigade carried the Association of
Muslim Scholars. This research aims to shed light on the cultural reality in Laghouat
before the coming of Sheikh Said Al-Zahiri and the role of religious institutions in
resurrecting cultural life, then the arrival of Sheikh Zahiri to Laghouat and his contribution
to the cultural renaissance, and its implementation of his reform project based on a special
reform approach found A large response from the residents of the region paved the way for
his colleague Sheikh Mubarak Al-Mili.

Key words :
History of Algeria - French colonialism, Sheikh Said Al-Zahiri ,the cultural
renaissance, Laghouat
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