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Abstract :

This study aims at demonstrating how deep understanding of the original text and a deep
knowledge of the writer’s philosophy and ideas help the translator come up with the best
translation of a philosophical text. The text we have chosen for this study is the Cartesian cogito;
“Cogito, ergo sum”, “je pense, donc je suis”; the most famous quotation in the history of modern
philosophy which means “I think, therefore I am”. This formulation was first mentioned in René
Descartes’ book: “Discours de la Méthode”, “Discourse on the Method” that was written in
French in 1637 and translated into Latin by the same writer in 1644. The source of the famous
quotation was translated into many languages throughout the years including Arabic. The only
available Arabic translation of this quotation is “"s s s« Ul 0,3} « ;S8 Ui, from the Arabic version
of the book “zeil (e JWs” translated by Mahmoud Mohamed El Khediri in 1968. This study
explores to what extent the Arabic translation has conveyed the intended meaning of the original
text, does the translation send the reader the same message that Descartes really meant in his
book or it only shows a small part of a very vast and complicated formulation.

Key words: René Descarte, cogito, modern philosophy, philosophical translation.
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« Je rejetai comme fausses toutes les raisons que j’avais prises auparavant pour
Démonstrations : et enfin considérant que toutes les mémes pensées que nous avons, étant
éveillés, nous peuvent aussi venir quand nous dormons sans qu’il y en ait aucune pour lors qui
soit vraie, je résolue de feindre que toutes les choses qui m’étaient jamais entrées en 1’esprit
n’étaient non plus vraie que les illusions de mes mensonges. Mais aussitot, apres je prie garde
que, pendant que je voulais ainsi penser que tout était faux, il fallait nécessairement que moi
qui le pensais fusse quelque chose ; et remarquant que cette vérité : je pense donc je suis, était
si ferme et si assurée que toutes les plus extravagantes suppositions des sceptiques n’étaient pas
capable de I’ébranler, je jugerai que je pouvais la recevoir sans scrupule pour le premier principe
de la philosophie que je cherchais. » (DESCARTES, 1637 : 80).
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« Thus, because our senses sometimes deceive us, | wanted to assume that there was nothing
which was such as they cause us to imagine. And because there are men whose reasoning is
mistaken, even concerning the simplest matters of geometry, in which they make paralogisms,
| judge that | was subject to failure as any other, and | rejected as false all the reasoning and
finally, considering that the very same ideas that we have when we are awake may also come
to us when we are asleep, without meaning that any of them are true, I resolved to pretend that
all the things that had ever entered into my mind were no more certain than the illusions of my
dreams. But soon afterwards, I noticed that although | wanted thus to think that everything was
false, it was necessary that I, who was thinking this, be something. And noting that this truth: I

think, therefore I am, was so firm and well assured that all the most extravagant suppositions
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of the skeptics were incapable of shaking it, | judged that I could accept it without scruple as
the first principle of the philosophy for which | was searching. (DESCARTES, 1965 : 27/28)

Al daa 3l e aqiay g Richard Kennigton 2007 4de @b aaydea il —

«S0, because our senses sometimes deceive us, | chose to suppose that there was nothing that
was such as they make us imagine it. And because there are men who make mistakes in
reasoning even about the simplest matters in geometry, and commit fallacies, judging that | was
as subject to errors as anyone else, I rejected as false all the reasoning that | had formerly taken
as demonstrations. And finally, considering that all the same thoughts that we have while awake
can come to us also while we are sleeping, without there being any that are then true, | resolved
to feign that all the things that had ever entered my mind were not more true than the illusions
of my dreams. But, immediately after, | noticed that while I thus chose to think that everything
was false, it was necessarily true that 1, who was thinking this, was something. And observing
that this truth: “I think, therefore I am” was so firm and so assured that all the most
extravagant suppositions of the skeptics were incapable of shaking it. | judged that I could
accept it without scruple as the first principle of the philosophy that I was seeking. »
(DESCARTES, 2007: 32/33)

(sl s <13 jle Laa 53 AW Elizabeth S. Haldane and G.R.T. Ross 4ea yi-
« | think, therefore 1 am. » (DESCARTES, 2003: 23)
tsM) e 5 3 2003 43w <John Veitch 4ex i-
« | think, hence I am »(DESCARTES, 2008:30)

legud 388 €led L sl (Sar Al dan il Cpaliall onaal (e (A bualdll Aaa 30 Gy Y

O5S pa iall @ jat ialgd el 4 o Lo Llle LS ULal Jinall (5255 Led sS1 5 jalieally (iandl)

AsSaall cllall il alis G iy 43l a8 Gai ae debedy Y gl @ jad (el (e Gul
(2009¢0)) s2))




2018/9 2ad) — dan jil) 38 dlaa

2018-06-22 : il J o g 2018-05-12 :g)4¥) &k

Jiy O gabiony ¥ s i) O D pen siall A jlia Ja g s "0l saall" 4S8 Laalall oy
Al s ALl paill Ciline 4 pead 4 sluse 438 yra CilS 13) Y] Liel D5 Lo Gaill Gdall el
(1965 haalall) Lol (il inal dan 5 a8 an yiall aadaion ¥ clld j3a3 Jla

‘)'U@AQ,\\j‘B}@\J&cu&\j‘@ﬂ\@\m\deﬁ‘;@" @mu\ﬁﬁ\‘_gdﬁ&n
(76 :1965 Laalad) "€y sl Jie Al (IS e 5§l Unas ji e wiall o) 5 ¢ L g ol 5 Jadii g

Athald g an jiall ia g Cangd) ABE 5 Cangdl A3l 48 jea (e an yiall &l Lagee 431 L Laalad) saiai L
S8 ol Jaisal) (e 45Y (5 AT Axdy o gl (o W) Calgall 4 e i iS5y () Jasiasall (e
Jand a0y Lalie 4SS prgie Jaii s )0 Jie it ol )5 AT 480 ol () skaDal  shaws )i Jie

« Iépreuve de 4US & A4Sl oda e aady M Laa sl o Glew o) skl J sk

aillie o)) sie CilSd ¥ e e 5y Jse aal ) diall oda (1984 «lew)<l’étranger »
ands Jall A Ladl Legads ¢"Aan yill sala g (gan M0l ie Caad Maa il et 4S8 Y
la el = 53 e (ima b "Aiag Ll Jsls gal) Gans A axd ) dantin Sl Gnall lall

Molaiel g "agio sUlaa

W. Benjamin  Omeladn il 5 Lo IS5l an jiall daga (8 6138 gl dauia g A

" ,SIAl dee!t e AVl b Al Letie "dae " AWK 4y g 5 o gudidl) ellac (A g0 jall inally

O sl Ga g s Ay ABY) (e g g (N L a5 Liad das 5l Jae 4l Al "alasd) Jac"
(2008 «sS2)) Bkl

a6 Glam O skt "y e ALl Jlag

ial y CalSll y Janll aad AalS Cujall s cdea i) Jad DA (e A8De 8 (o g (1S 53"

Juls asty (s an iall Jslay V) (s cpn i) Jaall s paill Silia () 5 AT dga g

OaS T ol Ay pall e Al 038 Al 03] 65 AT ) A e LIS ALl g i iadl)
(16-15 :2008 «_55:)) "Aiaall s

Adbadh g aial (S ¢ g S sl Mo Rl B 8 eSS A Jall o288 an yiall disag



2018/9 2ad) — dan jil) 38 dlaa

2018-06-22 : il J o g 2018-05-12 :g)a¥) &

3 graiall g 20nal) Jimall Ji5 8 Dlad s Ja g S pall ) pall 138 (5 juiadll 5 gena Ja CasSi
¢ oha¥) sl

a—‘-")’d\ 2““3‘)-‘51-’ a5 Hla BM‘ ‘UJSAM Cranaly Lﬁ‘ﬂ\ ém‘}“ ua.d\ wl
¥ il b e )\ J sy

« ...et enfin considérant que toutes les mémes pensées que nous avons, étant éveillés, nous
peuvent aussi venir quand nous dormons sans qu’il y en ait aucune pour lors qui soit vraie, je
résolue de feindre que toutes les choses qui m’étaient jamais entrées en 1’esprit n’étaient non
plus vraie que les illusions de mes mensonges. Mais aussitot, apres je prie garde que, pendant
que je voulais ainsi penser que tout était faux, il fallait nécessairement que moi qui le pensais

fusse quelque chose ; et remarquant que cette vérité : je pense donc je suis, était si ferme et si

assurée que toutes les plus extravagantes suppositions des sceptiques n’étaient pas capable de
I’ébranler, je jugerai que je pouvais la recevoir sans scrupule pour le premier principe de la
philosophie que je cherchais. » (DESCARTES, 1637 : 80).
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