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The crisis of the paper press in Algeria in light of the outbreak of the
Corona pandemic Exacerbations and coping factors
A study from the point of view of a sample of Algerian journalists
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Abstract:

The study aimed to extrapolate the reality of the paper press in Algeria in light of the outbreak of the Corona epidemic by

surveying the opinions of a sample of 73 journalists distributed over 30 newspapers. The outbreak of the epidemic, and that it - in
general - has economic and political dimensions.

Also, this crisis experienced by the paper press in Algeria stemmed from internal and external factors at the same time. First
to the competition imposed by the communications and information revolution.

The respondents confirmed that directing users towards remote work constituted the most prominent measures that
newspapers rushed to take with the beginnings of the epidemic, in addition to focusing on publishing the content on the newspaper’s
website to compensate for the fluctuation in distribution and low withdrawal rates, a situation that greatly damaged the economies of
these newspapers. It found itself unable to pay the wages of its employees, some of whom complained of being subjected to some
unjustified deductions.

As for the nature of the repercussions that the pandemic had on their professional performance, the respondents’ views varied
between those who saw them as positive, represented in the spread of the idea of working from home, and those who saw that it was
negative, which led to an increased dependence on the new media as a source of information instead of field work.

As for the proposed solutions to overcome the crisis, the respondents summarized them in the necessity of activating the press
support fund and expediting the installation of the authority to control the written press, in addition to promoting and diversifying
the paper content, and this can only be achieved by giving the human element its right of care and attention.
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