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Abstract: This study investigates the role of the trend phenomenon in shaping the
digital identity of university students in Algeria. It examines students' patterns of
interaction with trends, the motivations that drive them to follow and share trending
content, and the gratifications they derive from these practices in constructing their
digital identity. The study employed a survey method using a purposive sample of 81
students from the Department of Media and Communication at the University of Béjaia.
Data were collected through a questionnaire. The findings indicate that students'
interactions with trends on social media platforms are selective and varied.
Furthermore, the motivations for engaging with trends are diverse and complementary,
resulting in gratifications that contribute to self-presentation and the construction of a
digital identity.
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