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Abstract:
The article examines legitimate expectations as a modern rule-of-law principle. It balances the

public interest with individuals’ trust in administrative action. The principle protects the stability
of individuals’ legal positions. The study explores its jurisprudential and judicial foundations in
French law. It traces the French Council of State’s evolving position through major precedents.
Special attention is given to the landmark Société KPMG decision.

It also explains European jurisprudence’s role in consolidating the principle. Using descriptive
and analytical methods, the article assesses its relevance to Algeria. Adopting it could enhance
legal certainty, legitimate trust, and legal stability. It could also strengthen Algeria’s rule of law
and promote good governance.
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