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Abstract:This study addresses the legal status of deck-cargoed goods, contrasting conventional vessels with
container ships. Traditionally, the standard practice for shipping cargo is to stow it within the ship’s holds,
as the deck is generally deemed unsuitable for cargo carriage a rationale that underpinned the established

prohibition of deck carriage.
However, the advent of containers, which commercially represent one of the most efficient unitization

methods for consolidating cargo to facilitate transit while ensuring maximum protection against various
perils, has altered this paradigm. Carrying containerized cargo on the deck of conventional vessels now
provides a level of protection akin to under-deck stowage. Consequently, this development has led to a
retreat of the deck-carriage prohibition due to the emergence of several exceptions.

Furthermore, technological advancements in container ship design, characterized by increased vessel size
and enhanced seaworthiness to withstand maritime perils, have effectively bridged the gap between the deck
and the hold. The protection afforded on deck is now no less than that provided within the holds. As a result,
the legal provisions governing the ocean carrier's liability for deck cargo have become identical to those
governing under-deck cargo. Consequently, the core presumption is no longer an absolute prohibition on
deck carriage; rather, the rule has evolved to prohibit deck carriage only when the cargo is left unprotected.
Keywords: Ship's hold, Ship's deck, Deck cargo, Prohibition of deck stowage, Conventional vessels
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