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Abstract:

France conducted nuclear tests in the Reggane region of the Algerian Sahara between 1960 and 1961, resulting in thousands of
local residents being exposed to nuclear radiation. These tests in Algeria led to the deaths of 42,000 Algerians and left thousands
more with radiation exposure of varying severity, in addition to causing significant environmental damage. An expert report
prepared by an Algerian organisation revealed that the number of victims of the French nuclear tests exceeded 30,000, alongside a
rise in cases of cancer and congenital abnormalities such as blindness and other hereditary diseases among the victims and their
descendants. The effects of nuclear radiation continue to claim lives to this day. The Algerian government has called on France to
offer an apology, acknowledge its responsibility, accept the victims’ claims and provide compensation to them and their
beneficiaries; however, France has neither acknowledged nor apologised for its crimes, fearing prosecution before the International

Criminal Court and claims for compensation.
In 2010, France passed the Morin Law to compensate victims of nuclear tests carried out in Algeria and French Polynesia. Algeria
submitted more than 730 formal complaints to France seeking compensation for the victims, but France rejected all the claims and
approved only one case. More than half a century has passed since the French crimes in Algeria; when will compensation be
granted to the victims, bearing in mind that most of them have died due to old age, and even among their eligible family members,
some have died whilst others have lost hope of receiving compensation? In my view, the Algerian state should examine the cases of
its citizens, assess the compensation due to each victim, and then provide them with compensation to redress their harm. It should
then, in turn, claim from France the amount it deems appropriate as a state. This could be done either before the International
Criminal Court or through mutual agreement between the two countries, agreeing on the method and type of compensation without

resorting to legal proceedings.
Keywords:Nuclear tests - Reggane - - Victims — Compensation - Moran's Law.
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