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Abstract:
This study aims to explore the problem of defining religion by analyzing Talal Asad’s

critique of Clifford Geertz’s interpretive approach. The research is based on the premise
that the disagreement between the two approaches reflects an epistemological
perspective linked to the conditions and limits of modern knowledge production. Geertz
presents religion as a symbolic system that generates meaning, whereas Asad
deconstructs this conception by situating the concept of religion within its historical
contexts and its relation to the structures of power that shaped its Western horizon. The
study concludes that Asad’s contribution lies in questioning the very conditions of the
possibility of definition itself, through a critique of the implicit assumptions regarding
the universality and neutrality of the Western paradigm.
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