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The Shadow of Myth on the Sacred Place in the Maamoura:
The Shrine of Sidi Oubeid Cherif as a Model
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Abstract: The article explores the shrine of Sidi Abid El-Cherif as a prominent example of the intersection
between myth, ritual, and identity in shaping the sacred space within Maghrebi culture. The shrine is not
merely a religious landmark, but a symbolic space rich in meaning, where oral tradition meets noble lineage,
and collective rituals intertwine with the spiritual and social dimensions of the region. The sociological
approach reveals that the myth, with its attributed miracles and blessings, plays a deep symbolic role by
organizing the individual's relationship with the sacred and positioning the shrine as a moral and spiritual
authority and a source of protection. The Zarda rituals represent a communal moment where memory is
reconstructed, belonging is reinforced, and social bonds are renewed. Despite the transformations brought by
modernity, the zawiya maintains its function and even reconstructs its presence through new means, such as
social media platforms, reflecting the dynamism of the popular imagination and its ability to adapt without
losing its core symbols. The article concludes that the shrine of Sidi Abid El-Cherif is not merely a religious
heritage site, but a living symbolic center that reflects the enduring connection between Maghrebi people and
the sacred. It offers a profound reading of the complex relationship between community and place, myth and
reality, and belonging and identity.
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