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Argumentation in implicit discourses in the Epistles of Brethren purty:
the Episte on the path to god as an example
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Abstract: Pragmatics engages with argumentation as a domain richly suited to language
usage, for language production is inherently accompanied by the aim of persuasion. The
Epistle on the Path to God functioned as an argumentative text, mediating between the
Brethren of Purity and the audience of their discourses. This combined both explicit
formulations and implicit ones. Accordingly, the present study analyzes the message in
order to uncover the argumentative dimensions of deixis, to examine argumentative
structures, and to identify the hierarchical argumentation.The aim of such study is to bring
to light the hidden purposes that emerge through the operation of language within
discourse. It became evident that the Brethren’s discourse was marked by gentleness, as
seen in the principle of endearment guiding their discourse. The epistle is largely
dominated by implicit strategies, presenting premises in the form of contradictory dual,
such that each hierarchical argumentation being countered by its opposite. Thus, the
conclusions of every implicit argumentative structure must be understood in light of its
discursive context
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