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Abstract:
This study investigates the epistemic gap in grounding Islamic architecture, stemming from

the lack of a theoretical framework reconciling authenticity and modernity. Through critical
analysis and synthesis, it compares Western and Islamic schools, examining their
epistemological foundations. The research identifies key gaps: a methodological
disconnection, absence of testable models, dominant defensive rhetoric over foundational
theory, and a weak research-practice link. The study proposes an integrated framework that
re-appropriates urban jurisprudence to develop applicable, testable models for a renewed
contemporary Islamic architectural theory. .

Keywords: Epistemic gap,; Islamic architecture; Synthetic methodology; Theoretical
modeling; Traditional Architecture; Urban jurisprudence.
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