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Abstract:

This study examines Algerian university students’ perceptions of hate speech on social networks
and the factors shaping these perceptions. A descriptive-analytical approach was adopted, guided
by the hypothesis that demographic variables (gender, age, and field of study) produce statistically
significant differences in perception.

To achieve this aim, research tools were employed, including a questionnaire completed by 135
students and in-depth interviews with 50 students. Findings, situated within Algeria’s social and
legal context, reveal a gap between general awareness of hate speech and its legal manifestations,
particularly those tied to geographical affiliation and emerging forms of online content such as
memes.

Keywords: Hate speech, Social media networks, Social representations, University
Students.
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