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Abstract:

This article examines the intellectual roots and history of the Mandarin system in
ancient China (220 BCE-1200 CE). It highlights the close link between Confucian
philosophy and the imperial administration. Confucius’ teachings on virtue, education, and
moral discipline established a merit-based system that replaced hereditary privilege. The
article traces the system’s evolution through key dynasties and shows that mandarins were
more than bureaucrats; they combined executive roles, knowledge, and moral leadership.
Their influence strengthened social order, legitimized authority, and ensured stability.

This study reveals how philosophy shaped effective governance in Chinese history.

Keywords: Ancient China, Confucian thought, Educated official, Ideal ruler, Imperial
examination system, Mandarins.
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