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Alienation as a form of identity struggle in modern literature,
""A Mask the Color of the Sky'" by Bassem Khandaji, for instance.
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Abstract:

This study explores alienation as an identity struggle in "A Mask in the Color of the
Sky" by Bassem Khandaji, focusing on the Palestinian protagonist Noor Al-Mashhadi. Noor
experiences identity fragmentation under political and social pressures and adopts a false
identity, "Or Shapira" an Israeli, to understand his society from within. The mask
symbolizes Noor's alienation and his attempt to bridge cultural divides. Alienation manifests
on multiple levels—personal, social, and spatial—deepening his conflict with self and
society. Spatial alienation particularly reflects the Palestinian experience of confinement,
portraying a collective identity struggle under occupation.
Keywords: Alienation; Bassem Khandaji. Identity Struggle; A Mask the Color of the Sky
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