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Abstract:

This study aims to uncover the semantic functions produced by rhythm in the
poem "Ghadab al-Habib" (The Beloved’s Wrath) by Abbas Ibn al-Ahnaf, treating
rhythm not merely as an aesthetic feature, but as a generative force of meaning within
the poetic text. The analysis traces the external musical elements—namely meter,
rhyme, and initial rhyme (tast1')—as well as the internal musicality manifested through
the repetition of sounds and words, both of which played a significant role in shaping
the intended meanings of the poem and conveying the emotional tenor the poet sought
to express. The rhythm of the poem is shown to be in harmony with its semantic
content, effectively serving its expressive purpose.

Keywords: Rhythm, Meaning, Internal Musicality, External Musicality.
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