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Colonial Legislation in Service of European Settlement in Algeria: The

Decisions to Confiscate Algerian Lands Following the Uprising of Mohamed El
Mokrani as a Case Study
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Abstract: Following the 1834 decision to annex Algeria, colonial authorities transformed
it into a French agricultural colony. They used land confiscation as a tool to punish
resisting Algerian tribes, forcing submission and advancing settler expansion under the
slogan "Algeria is French." This secured a land base for agricultural settlement. The large
MOKRANI Revolt in 1871 provided an opportunity. Unjust decrees confiscated hundreds
of thousands of hectares, expropriating land from Algerians to redistribute it among
settlers. This policy also addressed the displacement of people from Alsace and Lorraine
(occupied by Germans), settling them on Algerian land, effectively at the Algerians'

expense. The aim was to secure the land needed for agricultural settlements.
Keywords: Algeria; French colonization; settlement; legislation; land confiscation;

Mokrani Revolt; resistance.
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