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Abstract:

The spatial dimensions and significances offer a nuanced interpretation of the
discourse on the carceral city and its narrative representations within Algerian literature,
particularly in the works of Bashir Mufti. The space, as the container of events and the
characters’ emotions, becomes pivotal in their continuous quest for a place ensuring
psychological equilibrium and realizing their life aspirations. As the space deteriorates, the
locations transform into constrictive prison spaces, stifling and breathless. In these spaces,
characters become mere figures amplifying a broader societal imprisonment within a larger
prison. They metamorphose into disempowered entities deprived of freedom in both action
and thought, experiencing a state of loss, defeat, and frustration, imbuing their existence
with a melancholic and pessimistic undertone.

Building upon these premises, our study endeavors to probe the discourse of Algerian

literature as articulated by Bashir Mufti, employing a cultural approach aided by
psychological and social analysis. This study seeks to address the question: How did the
representation of the carceral city manifest within Bashir Mufti's writings?

Keywords: Carceral City, Imaginary Imprisonment, Fear, Violence, Alienation.
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