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Abstract. The concubines, singers, and service slaves were part of the social fabric of the Islamic state.
However, during periods of the caliphate's strength, when it was ruled by strong foundational men at various
stages of the states that succeeded each other throughout Islamic history, they had little to no influence on
political decision-making. In contrast, during periods of prosperity and flourishing that the Islamic state
witnessed, their numbers within the caliphs’ palaces increased, reaching fourteen thousand concubines and
boys during the caliphate of Harun al-Rashid. The concubines, the privileged, and the mothers of children
transcended their social and recreational roles in serving the caliph and his household. In fact, it reached a
point where those who were called the "privileged" and later the "mothers of children" intervened directly in
state affairs, influencing the caliph's decisions in appointing and dismissing state leaders. They even went so

far as to impose their sons as heirs to the caliphs and to eliminate the caliph through assassination, which

plunged the state into devastating conflicts among the factions forming the state.
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